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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to provide many challenges to 

agency operations at the OSFM. Executive staff meets daily and 

continues to review operations, administrative and other agency 

functions. Employee safety has been and remains a top priority 

while starting to bring back services to meet the guidelines laid 

out in the Restore Illinois Plan provided by the Governor’s office. 

OSFM has a phased recovery strategy to bring back operations to 

normal or at least to meet the needs of the “new” normal during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The OSFM’s Arson Division continues to provide uninterrupted fire 

investigations daily during this unprecedented time. The OSFM’s 

Personnel Standards and Education Division resumed certification testing May 1st and 

examinations that were taken in March have been graded. For the latest information about 

results or testing, visit the PS&E Web portal. An update to the portal has also been completed 

and has changed the way roster updates are completed. A tutorial is available by visiting the 

portal or here: https://youtu.be/9XkS2XwKZmM. Make sure to visit the portal and doublecheck 

to see if your rosters are current.  

The Boiler Safety Division, Fire Prevention Division, Petroleum and Chemical Safety Division, 

and Elevator Safety Division are resuming many activities with proper PPE, social distancing, 

and following guidance set by the CDC, IDPH and the Governor’s Office. OSFM can halt an 

inspection if proper criteria aren’t met; everyone needs to wear a mask, even those who are in 

the building, proper social distancing isn’t being followed, occupancy load is over the limit, 

along with other criteria laid out in the Restore Illinois Plan. OSFM Fire Service Outreach 

Division continues to provide assistance to IEMA through the state’s emergency operations 

center. Technical Services Division is working remotely and are still responding to requests. 

They are also able to have an OSFM inspector onsite relay information regarding safety 

requirements of the building. OSFM office staff continue to provide administrative support to 

OSFM divisions helping keep operations going and running smoothly.   

The OSFM is excited about a cooperative agreement with the Center for Public Safety 

Excellence (CPSE). A graduate of the OSFM’s Chief Fire Officer Program, with full certification, 

can now gain the Chief Fire Officer Designation (CFO) from the CPSE’s Commission on 

Professional Credentialing. If you are a graduate from the OSFM program from 2012 to June 1st, 

2020, you have until December 31st, 2020 to complete and turn in the application for CFO 

Designation. The current class and future OSFM classes will also be eligible to apply, only when 

receiving full certification from the program. Completing this process allows you to join more 

than 1400 Chief Fire Officers Designees world-wide and these professional designations are 

international and recognized as the minimum standards for fire chiefs.    

https://youtu.be/9XkS2XwKZmM
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Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from? Born, raised, 

and still living in the Carbondale, IL area. 

Tell us about your family?  I am married to my 

beautiful wife Jenny, and we have four children ranging in age from 26 to 13. We were also 

blessed with our first granddaughter Annalee about 2 months ago! 

Favorite food(s)? If you have ever attended SIU or even visited Carbondale, you are probably 

aware of Quatro’s, Pagliai’s, and Italian Village. Therefore, my favorite food would be pizza 

from any of these places. 

Hobbies? I enjoy being outside more than anything. Maintaining and caring for my koi pond and 

taking care of our property. 

What’s your favorite movie or book? I can’t say I have a favorite movie, but I will say that I 

enjoy just about any type of action/adventure movie. 

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? The music 

you will hear greatly depends on my mood, so I could be listening to classic rock, blues, or older 

country music.  

What did you want to be when you were a kid? Of course, originally, I wanted to be a brick 

layer like my dad, but he made me promise him that I would do something besides masonry. He 

said it will make an old man out of you too fast! So, to keep my promise, I joined the fire service 

in 1988. 

What’s your favorite part of the job? My favorite part of my job is that no two days are the 

same. Since I work in the field, every day I have a different drive to work!! 

What’s something unique about you? One thing that is unique about me is that my name is 

actually Louis Hertter IV and I was able to carry on the namesake for another generation with 

my son, Louis Hertter V. 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? My favorite vacation was to Maui, Hawaii. My wife 

and I both loved being there and would move to the islands in a minute if we were able to. 

Where is your bucket list destination? My bucket list destination would be to spend a few 

weeks or longer visiting Alaska. 
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OFSM Families’ 2020 Graduates 
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OFSM Virtual Potluck 

 

  

OSFM staff meetings usually include food and good fellowship. To continue this tradition, staff 

members were asked to submit photos of their favorite recipes, creating a virtual potluck. There 

were several requests for recipes that were submitted. OSFM is a very close and tight-knit 

agency, and even though employees are working remotely, the agency continues to remain close 

through the COVID-19 pandemic. #OSFMTogether  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  May 2020 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 6 

 

State of Illinois Preliminary Exposure Risk Reduction Project 

 

  

The State of Illinois Preliminary Exposure Reduction 

Project is a joint venture between OSFM, IFSI and 

MABAS. This joint venture was developed to deliver 

critical firefighter health and life safety research, 

education, training and basic equipment to fire 

departments across the state. The intent of the 

project is to provide departments with free basic 

equipment that can be used for preliminary exposure 

reduction (gross decontamination or decon) of 

personnel on incident scenes, as well as training on 

how to use those tools.  

MABAS is serving as the distribution hub for all the 

materials and buckets. The MABAS MRC is serving as 

the distribution site for northeastern Illinois with 

other locations in Kankakee area, Shannon FD, IFSI, 

Germantown Hills FD, Signal Hill FD, Mt. Vernon FD, 

and Herrin FD.  The area MABAS Operations Branch 

Chiefs will coordinate the local distribution. 

It’s important that you take the training to learn 

ways to reduce the risk of exposure to carcinogens 

due to synthetic building materials used in today’s 

construction materials. There are still plenty of 

buckets available! You can find the link for training 

and how to receive your bucket(s) for your 

department/district below! 

https:www.fsi.illinois.edu/decon/#!/index 

 

https://www.fsi.illinois.edu/decon/#!/index
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Illinois Fire Service Forum 

  

(Top Row Left to Right) Richard Ford II, Commissioner Chicago Fire Department; Jim Keiken, IFSI Deputy 

Director; John Swan, President of Illinois Firefighters Association; Mike Mavrogeorge, President of 

International Association of Fire Chiefs Great Lakes Division 

(Middle Row Left to Right) Michael Dillon, President of Illinois Association of Fire Protection Districts; Matt 

Perez, Illinois State Fire Marshal; Glen Erickson, Executive Director MABAS-Illinois; Gary Ludwig, President 

of International Association of Fire Chiefs 

(Bottom Row Left to Right) Royal Mortenson, IFSI Director; Chuck Sullivan, President Associated Fire 

Fighters of Illinois, Greg Earl, President of Illinois Fire Chiefs Associations; Greg Knoll, President of Illinois 

Professional Firefighters Association 

  

 

Leaders from several Illinois Fire Service Organizations came together for a forum to address the 

impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on their agencies and how operations have been 

affected. Each representative talked about steps their agency has taken during the response to 

help keep members safe and operations continuing. Fire Marshal Perez addressed efforts OFSM 

has been making to keep the Governor, IEMA and IDPH informed about the needs of the Illinois 

Fire Service and the importance for obtaining proper PPE. Members from the fire service 

community were able to ask questions of individual presenters.  

 
If you missed the forum or wanted to watch it again, click the link below: 
https://youtu.be/2sM9QjYVipk 

https://youtu.be/2sM9QjYVipk
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IFSI Minute 
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IFSI Minute 

 

  

More Information from IFSI Visit: 

fsi.illinois.gov 
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Mental Health Awareness Month 

  

May is Mental Health Awareness 

Month. Statistics show 1 in 4 people 

suffer from some form of mental 

illness in any given year. Firefighters 

are three times more likely to die from 

suicide than in the line of duty. 

According to the Firefighter 

Behavioral Health Alliance, 105 

firefighters took their own lives in the 

United States in 2014. The US 

Firefighters Association (USFA reports 

that about 10 percent of firefighters 

may be abusing illicit substances and 

that alcohol abuse among this 

population is more than twice the 

rates seen in the general public. Post-

traumatic Stress Disorder, depression, 

and suicidal thoughts and behaviors 

among first responders are also 

common and believed to be triggered 

or worsened by repeat exposure to 

trauma, including physical abuse and 

death among the people they serve, 

loss of people close to them, and life-

threatening situations.  

Help is available and know it’s okay to 

ask for help. The next couple of pages 

provide some resources and places to 

reach out to get the help needed.  

OSFM is proud to have provided a grant that 

helped 170 firefighters attend the 2020 Illinois 

Firefighter Peer Support Symposium in 

Naperville February 20th and 21st. Suicide rates 

among first responders is alarming. Attendees 

to the symposium learned about PTSD, 

addictions, anxiety, suicide and other 

significant issues that fire and EMS first 

responders face daily 

If you know someone who is struggling, or 

maybe you yourself are struggling, know you 

are NOT alone. It’s okay to reach out for help! 

Visit https://www.ilffps.org/ or call toll free at 

855-90-SUPPORT. 

https://youtu.be/KvTppBARfGk 

https://youtu.be/KvTppBARfGk
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Mental Health Awareness Month 

 

  

The IAFF Center of Excellence has treated 

over 1,200 firefighters across the nation 

since opening its doors just 3 years ago.  

“It is a comprehensive treatment center 

exclusively for IAFF members that 

struggle with addiction, PTSD and other 

co-occurring behavioral health issues. It’s 

encouraging that more and more 

firefighters are recognizing the value of 

treatment and rehabilitation. The center 

allows firefighters to see that recovery is 

possible and that they are not alone.”   

“Many members have completed the 

treatment and feel re-energized, focused 

and whole again. We are fortunate that 

the IAFF had the vision necessary to 

create, build and operate this one of a 

kind facility.” Chuck Sullivan, President 

Associated Fire Fighters of Illinois 

https://www.therecoveryvillage.com/locat

ions/iaff-recovery-center/ 

 

RE;ACT celebrates the life of Lt. RYAN 
ELWOOD, strives to create AWARENESS 
for the battle he fought, campaigns for 
much needed COUNSELING to help his 
fellow Fire Fighters and First Responders 
who face the same challenges each day 
and funds TRAINING to benefit 
the profession for which he was so 
passionate. 
  
The semicolon is included as it has come 
to represent hope and love for those who 
are struggling with depression, suicide, 
addiction and self-injury. 
https://www.react4ryan.com/ 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1sW_0hBOkIrAR8_ptwt-pmOVPFEwmAMnly_FQBpmVnMe1WY3TsnmfGyOFFRzSavxQHdmCLexFP1PXF-rl8spQRT9ND0K9fOHOVISms4Bm5zaELPhH3p2vCY0g6oTLt-F0LVopAHuaTgBWvipeMaHY3LxU-uYGPxTZj762zTKD1cJZY8h8cnV_j0ncrwFjMKVDqaeTmSp339A1GI9QS3soN-cmJDCYgIdsxHlZ5e77sIkGdMxBjbbe5bXrNbO_aSMLTie_J4l5M6k05-o3lS3icAxWX7LJ8CnkTCq2r1vRI4tMhULqADh5-3bKM0y3K39-dYdifzLPLHYDOWcKUYKaQT3QHB_ib1qxP1DTTSqf5te3i89MC0PvSl3vDAJfLq37EvIlcyo_y_55F_aG9IwpmugUU_0K-uiQg1zLtkNMocA_-A24AWr1btL-yGcPFeaQ/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.therecoveryvillage.com%2Flocations%2Fiaff-recovery-center%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1sW_0hBOkIrAR8_ptwt-pmOVPFEwmAMnly_FQBpmVnMe1WY3TsnmfGyOFFRzSavxQHdmCLexFP1PXF-rl8spQRT9ND0K9fOHOVISms4Bm5zaELPhH3p2vCY0g6oTLt-F0LVopAHuaTgBWvipeMaHY3LxU-uYGPxTZj762zTKD1cJZY8h8cnV_j0ncrwFjMKVDqaeTmSp339A1GI9QS3soN-cmJDCYgIdsxHlZ5e77sIkGdMxBjbbe5bXrNbO_aSMLTie_J4l5M6k05-o3lS3icAxWX7LJ8CnkTCq2r1vRI4tMhULqADh5-3bKM0y3K39-dYdifzLPLHYDOWcKUYKaQT3QHB_ib1qxP1DTTSqf5te3i89MC0PvSl3vDAJfLq37EvIlcyo_y_55F_aG9IwpmugUU_0K-uiQg1zLtkNMocA_-A24AWr1btL-yGcPFeaQ/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.therecoveryvillage.com%2Flocations%2Fiaff-recovery-center%2F
https://www.react4ryan.com/


Office of the State Fire Marshal  May 2020 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 12 

 

Mental Health Awareness Month 

  

Illinois Fire Service Institute Director Mortenson issued a directive in 2016 to develop the First 

Responder Resiliency Awareness Curriculum for inclusion in all IFSI courses 24 hours and greater. 

Responder resiliency material in IFSI courses is to promote awareness. 

-Over 70 IFSI courses have mental health information included in them.  

-IFSI instructors will share mental health message with over 4500 first responders every year.  

https://www.fsi.illinois.edu/content/courses/programs/resiliency/ 
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Small Equipment Grant Committee 

  

The Small Equipment Grant Committee met in Springfield to review applications for the Small 

Equipment Grant Program. OSFM will award $3.5 million to eligible fire departments and 

ambulance services during this application period. There were 159 recipients chosen and they 

will be announced sometime in early June. OSFM thanks these individuals for their time to 

review the applications and to help departments/districts across the state.  

The Small Equipment Grant Program was established to provide grants of up to $26,000 for 

the purchase of small firefighting and ambulance equipment. This program is an innovative 

approach to a problem that has long caused difficulties for the fire departments and not-for 

profit ambulance services in Illinois, particularly those that have hardships in generating the 

necessary revenue for small equipment. The purpose is to allow eligible applicants the 

opportunity to purchase small equipment that they may otherwise not be able to purchase. 

Most Illinois fire departments, fire protection districts and township fire departments are 

eligible to apply. In addition, stand-alone, not-for-profit ambulance service providers are 

eligible to apply as well.  

Charles Lauss Chris Coats Ed Allsman 

Jeremy Norris Steve Gambrill 
Roger Branson & Les 

Albert 
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Arson Awareness Week 

  

Arson Awareness Week 2020 was May 3-9th, 

highlighting the crucial role that firefighters can 

play in a successful fire investigation. As a 

firefighter, you are not just a first responder to 

the fire, but a first responder to the fire 

investigation as well. Firefighters are the eyes and 

ears of the arson investigators to help them 

determine the cause and origin.  

According to the United States Fire 

Administration, an estimated 210,300 fires are 

intentionally set each year. These fires represent 

13% of all fires reported to fire departments. 

Losses resulting from these fires included 

approximately 375 civilian deaths, 1,300 civilian 

injuries, and $1 billion in direct property damage. 

In 2019, OSFM Arson Division conducted 939 

investigations, 183 canine-assisted investigations 

and closed 49 cases with an arrest. 

Arson fires are preventable through education 

and awareness such as the Youth Firesetter 

Intervention Program. To request help from this 

program you can call 1-844-689-7882 or visit the 

OSFM website 

A statewide Arson Hotline, (800) 252-2947, has 

been established so that citizens may 

anonymously provide information about a 

suspicious fire that has occurred or may occur. 

Even a small amount of information can make a 

difference! 
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Arson Awareness Week-Arson Division Special Agent Profiles 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  May 2020 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 16 

 

Arson Awareness Week-Arson Division Special Agent Profiles 
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Arson Awareness Week – K9’s 

  

OSFM has seven certified accelerant detection canines and 

handler teams across the state. These teams aid and assist 

departments/districts in determining the cause and origin of 

fires. To learn more about the canine program visit: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/

Pages/Arson-Canine.aspx 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/Pages/Arson-Canine.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/Pages/Arson-Canine.aspx
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Arson Accelerant Detection K-9s:  New and Retiring 

  

OSFM welcomes Ginger to the Accelerant Detection K-9 team. Ginger will be 

working with Special Agent Pride to aid and assist in investigations. 

OSFM thanks K-9 Agent Gemma for her years of service. Gemma has retired and 

plans to enjoy many belly rubs, naps and treats. All the best in retirement 

Gemma! 
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COVID-19 Guidance 
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COVID-19 Guidance 
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COVID-19 Guidance 
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Battelle Sanitize Options 

  

To address the critical need for personal protective equipment (PPE), the State of Illinois has procured 

technology capable of decontaminating PPE for reuse in the fight against COVID-19. This is a free service 

that will safely stretch critical PPE for frontline workers. A Battelle Critical Decontamination System has 

been established in Waukegan to address this immediate need. 

The machine, which can decontaminate up to 80,000 N95 masks per day, is authorized by the U.S. Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA) for the decontamination and reuse of N95 respirators for healthcare 

personnel. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) fully funds the production, 

deployment and operation of these systems, so no operating or service fee is required to use the system.  

To enroll visit www.battelle.org/decon. Once enrolled, each institution will be responsible for 
collecting unsoiled used masks and making sure they are labeled with a facility code and name of the 
mask user. OSFM is using this service to help us stretch our supply of PPE for staff.  Masks can be 
decontaminated up to 20 times without degrading their performance. 
 
Contact Battelle for the latest list of masks that are able to be decontaminated.  

 

  

https://www.battelle.org/inb/battelle-critical-care-decontamination-system-for-covid19?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=1-pager&utm_campaign=fy20-covid&utm_content=v1
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Camp I Am Me - Virtual Fire Apparatus Parade 

  

Join OSFM and other departments/districts from 

across the state in helping campers enjoy this favorite 

tradition.   
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EMS Week 

  May 17-23rd was the 46th annual National EMS Week. This week is set aside each year to 

celebrate EMS practitioners and the important work they do in our nation's communities. Each day 

of the week highlighted a different topic related to EMS.  

Monday: Education Day 
This day was meant for EMS providers to educate the public about ways they can prevent illness 
and injury. Education Day seeks to highlight community educational programs, as well as the 
importance of continuing education for EMS providers. 
 
Tuesday: Safety Day 
Safety Day encouraged first responders to focus on risk and prevention rather than possible 
negative outcomes and aims to promote the advancement of safety measures for both the 
community and the profession. 
 
Wednesday: EMS for Children Day 
EMS for Children Day highlights the distinctive physiological and psychological aspects of caring 
for children and raises awareness about improving specialized care for children in pre-hospital and 
acute care settings. 
 
Thursday: Save-A-Life Day  
It doesn’t matter how quickly EMS providers get to a scene–bystanders will always be there first. 
Save-A-Life Day empowers the general public to learn and apply steps that can be taken to help 
save a life. Two great examples are community CPR and Stop the Bleed training courses. Check for 
more information under the CPR Challenge tab on the EMS Week page at 
https://www.acep.org/emsweek 
 
Friday: EMS Recognition Day 
An EMS Recognition Day was established to honor local EMS heroes who regularly go above and 
beyond what is expected. Give gratitude to first responders for their unwavering commitment to 
serve their communities. 
 
Saturday, May 16th A moment of silence was held at 5 PM CDT to honor EMS professionals who 
have lost their lives in the line of duty related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Thank you to all EMS personnel for all you do to keep the citizens of Illinois safe! 

https://www.acep.org/emsweek
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Home Fire Sprinkler Safety Week 

  

Home Fire Sprinkler Week was May 17-

23rd. This week raises awareness about 

the benefits of home sprinklers and how 

they are part of a complete system of 

home fire safety.  

In homes without fire sprinklers, fire 

growth is unrestricted. Deadly heat, 

flames and smoke begins to build, and 

the smoke alarm alerts in the first 1.5 

minutes or less. Without fire sprinklers, 

you have only about 2-3 minutes to 

escape. Flashover occurs typically 

between 3-5 minutes, which at that 

point, no one usually survives. From the 

time someone calls 911 to when a 

firefighter opens a hose nozzle, is usually 

between 8-10 minutes. Fire sprinklers 

can quickly extinguish a fire or help to 

suppress and limit damage until 

firefighters arrive.  

Each fire sprinkler protects an area 

below, and when heated by fire 

activates. Remember, only the sprinkler 

closest to the fire will activate, spraying 

water directly on the fire. Older adults 

and people with disabilities are at the 

greatest risk.  

To learn more about home fire sprinklers 

visit: https://homefiresprinkler.org/ 

https://homefiresprinkler.org/
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National Electric Safety Month 

  

National Electric Safety Month is set aside every year to raise awareness on how to avoid potential 

electrical hazards. Home offices continue to buzz with activity during the COVID-19 pandemic. It's 

important to keep safety in mind, especially electric safety. Make sure power strips are not 

overloaded! Use power strips that have built-in overload protection. By taking a few simple 

precautions, everyone can avoid electrical-related fires, fatalities, injuries and property loss.  
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Memorial Day Remembrance 

  

OSFM honors all those who gave their lives to preserve our freedoms we enjoy. We also remember and honor 

all of our brothers and sisters in the fire service who paid the ultimate sacrifice doing what they love to 

protect the citizens of their communities. Your heroic actions will always be remembered.  
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National Boating Safety Week  

  National Safe Boating Week was May 16-22nd. This 

campaign was established to promote safe boating 

practices. Always wear your life jacket and test them 

for wear and buoyancy at least once a year. Make 

sure the vest you are wearing or about purchase is 

approved by the U.S. Coast Guard and is the right 

size. Alcohol is the leading known contributing factor 

in fatal boating accidents. Frequently check the 

weather forecast and monitor the sky. Have multiple 

ways to receive warnings. Finally, make sure you 

have multiple communications devices in case you 

need to call for help!   

Visit https://safeboatingcampaign.com/ for more 

safety tips.  

https://safeboatingcampaign.com/
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National Water Safety Month 

  National Water Safety Month is an annual awareness campaign coordinated by the Pool & Hot 

Tub Alliance with support from the American Red Cross, National Recreation and Park 

Association and World Waterpark Association. As summer heats up many home pools will be a 

popular location to cool off. These pools though can pose a danger to kids if proper 

precautions are not taken. According to the American Red Cross, 69% of young children who 

drown were not expected to be in or near the water. 

Follow these 5 safety steps to help ensure safety around your pool. 
1) Setup Pool & Spa Barriers 
2) Secure the Gates or Doors 
3) Inspect Pool Draining & Drain Covers 
4) Maintain the Pool & Cleaning Chemicals 
5) Enforce Pool Safety Rules and Skills 
https://www.safety.com/pool-safety-tips/ 
 
Take the “I’m A Safe Swimmer Pledge” 
I pledge to never swim alone. 
I pledge to never play or swim near drains or suction fittings. 
I pledge to always dive feet first. 
I pledge to obey the pool rules.  
Visit https://www.apsp.org/Portals/47/Safe%20Swimmer%20Certificate%20color.pdf for a 
certificate.  

https://www.apsp.org/Portals/47/Safe%20Swimmer%20Certificate%20color.pdf
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Campfire Safety 
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OSFM Kudos 

  

Kudos to Shelly Bradley from Petroleum and Chemical Safety Division 

This is Dan Hanzie with Ornelas Construction. I just wanted to reach out 

and say thank you for all your help with the nightmare project we had at 

O'Hare this past year. Everything is officially bought off, and turned over, 

but I just wanted to once again say thanks, you were so helpful, and we 

would not have gotten this taken care of without you. Hopefully you and 

your loved ones are staying safe, and hopefully the next install goes 

much easier (it probably can't be worse). 

 Daniel Hanzie, Ornelas Construction Company 

 

Matt (Perez, Fire Marshal), 

You and your staff are doing an 

excellent job keeping us informed!  

John Swan 
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Kids’ Corner 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


